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Welcome to Od Arts Festival 2025: Thinking in Circles

This year's festival is dedicated to supporting and engaging with
contemporary artistic and community practices that explore cycles of
growth, production, and consumption.

Acknowledging feelings of ecological grief and culpability in our
consumerist and colonial culture, participating artists connect sensitively
with the rural context of the festival, and offer an opportunity to pause
and discover alternative ways of thinking.

The breadth of featured art work by twenty four artists, ranges from
tapestry and ceramics to sculptural installation with themes

including cycles of life and rebirth, Films looking at the labour of migrant
workers and the industries that are left behind, the collapse within
commercial horticulture and the impact of nuclear air-born testing on our
fragile planet.

Join us for live music, artist talks, performances, artist-led workshops, and
a chance to take part in a one to one soil séance. We invite you to reflect
and discover fresh perspectives, swap a plant, gather some seeds, share
ideas and grow together.

We hope you enjoy the festival!

Simon, Chantelle, Livvy, Cat and the festival team



A NOTE ON USING THE GUIDE:

OPENING HOURS:
Friday and Saturday 10 am - 5pm
Sunday 10 am - 4pm

Information on artists and art works is
organised according to the venue they
appear in; venues are numbered. Where
an artist has work in more than one venue,
you'll find they are listed twice. If you

are looking out for work by a particular
artist you'll also find a quick guide on

page 30.

The programme of events, workshops and
activities can be found on pages 22 - 24
towards the end of the guide. If booking is
required for a workshop or event, bookings
will go live one week before the festival
opens. Visit www.odartsfestival.co.uk

ACCESS:

Visitors with mobility impairments:

Some venues have limited access and
uneven ground. Please contact us ahead

of your visit if you require any assistance or
further information: 07967756320

email: info@odartsfestival.co.uk

Visitors with visual impairments: Please
mention to one of our volunteers if you
would like an art work verbally described
to you.

OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION:

Festival Hub: Based at OSR Projects,
West Coker. All art festival information and
changes to events etc. will be signposted
here.

Stay the night: We have alist of
recommended places to stay.
www.odartsfestival.co.uk/plan-your-visit

Food and drink: We have two lovely pubs,
(booking is recommened). The Village
Café, East Coker offers a great selection
of sandwiches and cakes. (Please check
opening hours). Tea, coffee and cake are
also available at Dawe's Twineworks.
www.odartsfestival.co.uk/plan-your-visit

We also have Pizza Rocket serving amazing
woodfired pizzas on Saturday and Indriya
Kitchen offering mouth watering curry
delights on Sunday at Dawe's Twineworks.

Volunteers: We have a brillaint bunch of Od
Arts Festival Volunteers who are here to
help. If you have any questions please ask
them - you can spot them in their festival
t-shirts!

Please subscribe to our newsletter

and follow us on social media: @odartsfest
and @osrprojects for the latest information
and updates.

GETTING AROUND:

Getting here: East Coker and West Coker
can be reached by public transport.

Train: The nearest train stations are
Yeovil Pen Mill and Yeovil Junction, with
regular trains arriving from London, Exeter,
Plymouth and Bristol. These stations are a
30 minute cycle or 15 minute taxi ride from
either village.

Bus: Buse from/to Yeovil.
Bus 56. For further information
visit: bustimes.org.

Walking: We encourage you to walk
around the festival if possible. Why not
put on your walking boots and explore our
beautiful footpaths.

Cycling: Bring your own bicycle. East

and West Coker can be reached via National

Cycle Route 26 and the South Somerset
Routes. For further information visit
Sustrans website.

‘;Q‘a Driving: If traveling by car you can

park in West Coker at St Martins Church car

park or in the overflow parking in the West
Coker Glebe field or Village Hall.

For East Coker park at the Glebe field near
Coker Court. There is limited on-street
parking in both villages. Please do park
safely and respect all of our neighbours.

Additionally there is limited parking
(unreserved) for people with mobility
impairments at Coker Court, East Coker,
and at Dawe's Twineworks, West Coker.

Taxi: Our recommended local taxis are
Yeovil-based Radio Cabs 01935 426666

Cycling without age

We are pleased to have Cycling Without Age
with us again this year. Please book a ride

in one of the two trishaws to take you to
East Coker and back. Booking is at Dawe's
Twineworks and online. A donation would be
most gratefully accepted for this ride.




Sculpture and Installation

EMII ALRAI

Emii Alrai will produce a new commission for
Dawes Twineworks in West Coker, the UK's
only surviving 19th century twine works, and
historic producer of twine for the maritime
industry. Mimicking geological forms, ancient
ruins and artefacts, her works will look at the
role of map tables in the lands that empires
conquer and their relationship to the maritime
industry.

Emii Alrai is an artist and trained museum
registrar whose work spans material
investigation in relation to memory, critique
of the western museological structure and
the complexity of ruins. Working primarily in
sculpture and installation, her work operates
as large-scale realms built in relation to bodies
of research which concern archaeology

and the natural environments objects are
excavated from. Weaving in oral histories,
inherited nostalgia and the details of language
to question the rigidity of Empire and the
power of hierarchy to interpolate the static
presence of history.

1. Dawe’s Twineworks, West Coker
Fri23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm
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Workshop and Installation

GROUNDMOUTH

Flaxen Bodies

Harry Martin and Milly Melbourne are
Groundmouth, a collaboration born from The
Field artist residency in the old headquarters
of the National Coal Board in Derbyshire,
where they worked and played together for

18 months. Groundmouth will weave new
mythologies of industrialisation to intuitively
understand its complex and haunting legacy,
through a sprawling and scavenged installation
of sculpture and sound.

Harry Martin’s work describes alchemical
transformations leading to a deepening
sense of embodiment, interdependence and
connection to the land, through shimmering
pastel drawings, drag rituals and fragmented
choral soundscapes.

Milly Melbourne is the founder of oB wear
where pieces are slowly hand worked with
care, incorporating labour-intensive historical
garment making techniques and handpicking
natural materials with a story to tell.

1. Dawe’s Twineworks, West Coker
Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm

Film

GEOFF DIEGO LITHERLAND

Within The Surface and Tangle Formations
(in D Major)

Geoff Diego Litherland has been redefining
his artistic practice; discontent with simply
depicting an idea of nature and landscape
within his work, he sought to delve deeper
into the interconnected threads between
painting and the environment. He has

used slow, pre-industrial craft processes

to create natural canvas materials grown
from the land and uses weave patterns to
generate music and video work.

Geoff Diego Litherland was born in Mexico
and is currently based in Wirksworth,
Derbyshire. In 2012 he completed an MFA in

Fine Art at Goldsmiths University of London.

He is an artist with a considerable exhibition
profile, a part-time lecturer at Nottingham
Trent University and co-founder of Haarlem
Artspace.

1. Dawe’s Twineworks, West Coker
Fri 23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm

Workshop

VICKY PUTLER (FLAX PROJECT
CIC) & RACHEL DOBBS
West Coker Strop

Visitors are invited to contribute to the making
of the West Coker Strop while the artists
‘spinayarn’, bringing to life the language and
vocabulary of flax, linen and rope-making
which stillinforms our everyday speech. The
West Coker Strop will be a new community

folk art object made from rope whichis
intertwined with people’s wishes, hopes,
magic manifestations, and affirmations for the
village and its community.

Vicky Putler Vicky Putler is the founder /
director of Flax Project CIC which aims to
revive the flax industry in South West Britain
and bring small scale linen production to the
Tamar Valley and Plymouth. Rachel Dobbs
(IRL) is an artist based in Plymouth (UK) whose
practice spans arange of collaborative artistic
and community-focused projects, all with a
strong emphasis on people, relationships,
communication and systems of exchange.
Rachelis one half of artist duo LOW PROFILE.

1. Dawe's Twineworks, West Coker
Fri 23 - Workshop. Free, drop-in.
Please see p22 for times.

Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm

Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm



Ceramics

COMMUNITY CLAY
Thinking in Circles

Taking the festival theme Thinking in Circles
as a starting point, this exhibition brings
together ceramic creations from over 30

of the extended community clay family.
Pupils from East Coker, West Coker and
Perrott Hill Schools are joined by
Community Clay's regular Thursday Night
Potters, showing work that explores ideas
of growth, production and consumption.

Community Clay (originally Lockdown
Pottery) was established in 2020, by
Chantelle Henocqg and Simon Lee Dicker,
exploring ceramics, and the multitude of
ways that working with clay in a shared
social space canimprove the life of those
that take part. From alleviating isolation and
creating lasting friendships that develop in
the studio, to learning new skills, increasing
confidence they have worked with
participants from 5 to 80 years old, learning
about life through making with clay.

2. Village Hall, West Coker
Fri 23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm

BFI Film

PATRICK KEILLER

Robinson in Space

Robinson in Space finds Patrick Keiller
pushing the limits of British cinema to
fascinating degrees with a rewarding and
unparalleled pay-off. Robinson and his
unseen companion, a narrator voiced by
Paul Scofield, have been commissioned to
investigate the ‘problem’ of England. The
journey takes them all over the country,
from Manchester to Liverpool and Yeovil to
Birmingham, as they deconstruct English
anachronism, culture, dilapidation, and the
industrial economy. Keiller's immaculately
framed images and sly deadpan narration
take the viewer on an unpredictable
exploration of the cultural and economic
landscape of England.

Patrick Keiller was born in 1950, in
Blackpool and studied at the Bartlett School
of Architecture, University College London.
In 1979 he joined the Royal College of Art's
Department of Environmental Media as a
postgraduate student. For a time he taught
architecture at the University of East
London and fine art at Middlesex University.

2. Village Hall, West Coker

Fri 23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm

Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm

Film duration 78 mins (Played on a loop)

Installation

ROWAN CORKILL

Floriculture

Floriculture examines the concept of
collapse within commercial horticulture
and its profound environmental impact.
Manmade materials replace the organic
conditions, simulating an environment
optimized for profitable growth but
disconnected from the ecosystems these
plants were once part of. The work is a
reflection on the contradictions inherent
in our manipulation of nature, the potential
for these artificial environments to serve as
temporary sanctuaries, and the inevitable
collapse that awaits both the natural and
artificial worlds we have created.

Rowan Corkill was born in Scotland in

1986. He received a BA in photography

& Electronic media at Robert Gordons
University, Aberdeen, followed by an

MSC in Sound Art & Design at Duncan of
Jordanston University, Dundee. Exhibiting
nationally and internationally with shows in
Europe, North & South America and Canada,
the artist has been working with nature as a
prominent theme since 2010.

3. OSR Projects, West Coker
Fri 23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm
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Wall Drawing

MONICA RIVAS VELASQUEZ
La Semilla Oscura / The Dark Seed

Articulating interwoven narratives at the
intersection of climate breakdown, ecological
resilience, political and personal histories,
Rivas Veldsquez's work addresses the
currents that drive resistance to historical
memory. In this new collage series and wall
drawing, developed for Od Arts Festival, the
work explores a re-composition of the gaps,
glitches and failures emerging from those
very attempts to name and represent our
encounters with nature and the botanical
world.

Monica Rivas Velasquez is a Colombian artist
and researcher. Her practice traces ideas of
encounter and relation through expanded
notions of drawing, embodied narratives and
the coming together ofimage, text and voice.
Through a multi-modal practice, via drawing,
collage and painting, writing, performance
and sound-works, the work explores the
fragmented experience of a national identity
placed under erasure by violence and
environmental destruction.

3. OSR Projects, West Coker
Fri 23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm



Painting

DERMOT PUNNETT
Nyx

Working from personal photography and
found images, Punnett utilises the effects of
reproduction and pixelation on a painterly
aesthetic. Within geometric abstractions,
he plays on the impermanence of form,
examining spaces observed or remembered
or perhaps, irrationally desired; conveying
an attempt to understand and internalize
perception and experience, whilst reflecting
on a sense of modern day anxiety.

Dermot Punnett was bornin 1980 on the
island of St. Vincent. He received his BFA
from Falmouth College of Arts in 2004.
Punnett went on to receive his MFA from
Bath Spa University in 2007. His work

is informed by studies in psychology,
psychedelia, medieval art and the esoteric
with imagery inspired by medieval,
alchemical and visionary art of early
manuscripts and modern reinterpretations
of folklore.

3. OSR Projects, West Coker

Fri 23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm
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Film

ELLA YOLANDE
But Why Tarnish the Beauty of a Flower

But Why Tarnish the Beauty of a Flower uses
recorded attempts to virtually access

and experience botanical gardens and
glasshouses via Googlemaps combined with
3D scans from Kew Gardens, to consider the
colonial histories of these sites.

The video emerged from an online residency
with 11:11 Residency in 2022, looking into
botanical histories and the extraction and
commodification of plants through the
legacies of plant hunters.

Ella Yolande is currently based in London
studying a Masters in Art & Ecology at
Goldsmiths University. She studied art

in Devon where she grew up, before
completing a BA(Hons) in Intermedia at
Edinburgh College of Art, 2019.

3. OSR Projects, West Coker
Fri 23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm
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FESTIVALZAEES
WILL BE AVAILABLE
TO0 BUY AT
THE FESTIVAL HUB

Roaming

MICHELLE ATHERTON

Soil Séance

‘What would it be like to commune with
the ground?’

These individual sessions are an invitation

to turn your senses downwards and take part
in an experiment of transduction, where one
form of energy is transformed into another
by way of wires, minerals (extracted) and
vibratory matter. Using an electrical device as
a portal to the underworld, the sessions are
offered on a one-to-one basis and may be
quiet, or loud, tuning into micro frequencies
communicating beneath our feet.

Michelle Atherton’s work holds a fascination
with the complex relations, dynamics

and contradictions at play in day-to-day
experiences and phenomena. Recent
artworks have involved celebratory
gatherings paying tribute to the dead across
species; alternative imaginaries from the
ocean's depths; examining the nature of
everyday irrational gestures and On
Demand cultures.

3. OSR Projects, West Coker
FESTIVAL HUB

3. OSR Projects, West Coker

This will be an individual session, booking

is required £6 per session. See p23, 24

for times. 11
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Installation

LIBBY BOVE
The Museum of Roadside Magic

The Museum of Roadside Magic is a travelling
archive, documenting the use of magical
practice, folk custom and plant knowledge,
in vehicular maintenance, repair and journey
making. It is the only known archive of its
kind and holds an extensive collection of
artefacts, costumes and photographs. The
displays show a great breadth and variety

of roadlore practices including Gasket
Dancing, Pipe Dressing, Diesel Clapping and
the mysterious Brydes of Tacho.

Libby Bove is a multi-disciplinary artist,
designer, and folklorist. Her work is centred
around ideas which reposition folk custom
and magical practice back at the forefront of
daily life. Drawing on archival methodologies
and documentary, her work slips between
fact and fiction.

4. The Sawmills, East Coker
Fri 23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm
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Textiles

ELLA YOLANDE
Find Us in the Slip Spaces

Tangled in thoughts about the vegetal,
wildness, seeds and our messy, multi-
species bodies, Ella Yolande's practice
isinformed by queer ecologies, ideas of
resilience, preservation and the more-than-
human. The Cemetery Chapel is inhabited
by a textile archway embedded with
medicinal and symbolic plants. Touching
onideas of thin spaces within folklore, the
sculpture provides a portal through which
to imagine what might lie just on the other
side, moving just beneath the surface of our
understanding of the perceived world.

Ella Yolande is currently based in London
studying a Masters in Art & Ecology at
Goldsmiths University. She studied art

in Devon where she grew up, before
completing a BA(Hons) in Intermedia at
Edinburgh College of Art, 2019.

5. Cemetery Chapel, East Coker
Fri 23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm

‘I

CHANTAL POWELL

A Summoning

Sculpture

A Summoning explores transformation,
nourishment, and the cycles of life

and rebirth, drawing on ancient myths,
alchemical symbolism, and the symbolic
language of the unconscious. At its core,
A Summoning is an invitation to consider
a new way of being—one that is fertile,
nourishing, and deeply intertwined with
the alchemical processes of life, myth,
and the psyche.

Chantal Powell is a British artist whose
practice is deeply informed by Jungian
psychology, alchemical symbolism, and her
personal exploration of the unconscious.
With a PhD in psychology, she follows a
Jungian art-based research approach,
using artistic process to engage with
archetypal material and the psyche. Her
current work examines the archetypal motif
of dismemberment as a transformative
process in myth, alchemy, and psychology.

5. Cemetery Chapel, East Coker
Fri23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm
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Painting
DERMOT PUNNETT
Noontide

Working from personal photography and
found images, Punnett utilises the effects of
reproduction and pixelation on a painterly
aesthetic. Within geometric abstractions,
he plays on the impermanence of form,
examining spaces observed or remembered
or perhaps, irrationally desired; conveying
an attempt to understand and internalize
perception and experience, whilst reflecting
on a sense of modern day anxiety.

Dermot Punnett was bornin 1980 on the
island of St. Vincent. He received his BFA
from Falmouth College of Arts in 2004.
Punnett went on to receive his MFA from
Bath Spa University in 2007. His work

is informed by studies in psychology,
psychedelia, medieval art and the esoteric
with imagery inspired by medieval,
alchemical and visionary art of early
manuscripts and modern reinterpretations
of folklore.

5. Cemetery Chapel, East Coker

Fri 23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm
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Film

ADAM CHODZKO
The Pickers

The Pickers shows a group of young
Romanian migrant workers at a strawberry
farmin Kent. They alternate their intensive
strawberry picking labour with another
form of labour, the editing and mediation
of a 20th century film archive collected by
the artist, showing the activities of migrant
hop pickers from London. Differences

are blurred as to where and when events
are set, the identity of an archive and its
mediation, and who ultimately is holding the
knowledge and therefore the power.

Adam Chodzko is a visual artist based in
Whitstable, Kent. His work explores the
interactions and possibilities of human
behaviour by investigating the space of
consciousness between how we are and
what we might be. Working across different
media, his practice is situated both within
the gallery and the wider public realm, his
work invents possibilities for collective
imagination.

6. Coker Court, East Coker
Fri23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm

Film duration: 17mins 52 secs
16

Installation

SIMON LEE DICKER
Red Hot Haystacks

Using a combination of black light and wild
meadow grass, Red Hot Haystacks explores
ideas around the unseen environmental
impact of human activity through a story
of nuclear testing in the 1960s. High
levels of radiation were reported on the
coasts each side of the Pentland Firth
that separates mainland Scotland from
the Orkney archipelago. The seas proved
too treacherous to complete any survey,
but later, soil particles from haystacks
contaminated by atmospheric nuclear
testing, were described geologists as

Red Hot.

Simon Lee Dicker is an artist based in south
Somerset whose work explores a discordant
relationship with landscape and human-
made marks on the natural world. He
describes an artistic practice that examines
matter in a state of flux as being ‘restless’.

6. Coker Court, East Coker
Fri 23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm

Textile

YELENA POPOVA
| Feel Thy Footsteps With My Skin

The Ouroboros encircles the Tree of Life
surrounded by a celestial array of birds and
stars, reconciling chthonic and celestial
energies that honour the cycles of life and
death, healing and regeneration in this
monochromatic boldly graphic tapestry.
Through a masterful blend of primordial
materials and timeless symbols, Popova
invites us to contemplate our own mortality
and the enduring forces that bind us to the
earth and each other, from Breath to Dust.

Yelena Popova graduated from the Moscow
Art Theatre School (MHAT) in 2000 and
earned her Master's degree in Painting from
the Royal College of Art, London, in 2011.
She has been living and working in the UK
since 2003. Yelena Popova has exhibited her
work in the UK, Russia, Germany, Sweden,
Austria, the US, and Switzerland.

6. Coker Court, East Coker
Fri23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm

Roaming

PaC

Artists in Residence

Together we walk, explore and create a
commons of exchange and peer support.
PaC: placing artists in common / practicing
artists commoning / utm (utm = yoU Tell
Me, acknowledging that PaC can be and

is different in experience and meaning to
different participants).

Throughout Od Arts Festival PaC artists
Gemma Gore, James Aldridge, Laura Eldret
and Melanie Rose will be in residence and
on Sunday you are invited to join them for
an artists-led walk through the ancient
holloways local to the Cokers.

PaC was initiated and is convened by Laura
Eldret as part of More Than Ponies and

is made possible with commitment from
fellow PaC artists James Aldridge, Gemma
Gore, Alys Scott-Hawkins, Melanie Rose and
others who have walked with us. Monthly
meet-ups take place within the New Forest.

Walk meet up at The Village Cafe,
East Coker
Sun 25 May, 11am -12:30pm
Booking required
Please see p24 for times.
17



Live music

tlk
The Butterfly Effect

The butterfly effect suggests that small,
seemingly insignificant events can have
seismic and unpredictable consequences
elsewhere: ‘the flap of a butterfly's wings
results in a distant tornado’. Using voice,
electronics and field recordings, t | k explores
how incremental changes to initial sonic
material can lead to vastly different outcomes.
The piece encourages reflection on the
impacts of human behaviour within a paradox
of chaos: we can examine cycles of human life
and history, seemingly repeating themselves
in deterministic ways, yet an unpredictable
possibility of outcome remains.

tlkis a Bristol-based artist, vocalist and
producer. Centring the voice-as-instrument,
tlk's practice holds a deep commitment to the
act of noticing. They have performed at the
Barbican, Southbank Centre and Glastonbury
Festival, with bespoke compositions for the
Sainsbury Centre and Luke Jerram's ‘Gaia’
installation, gathering a 35-strong choir to
'keen’ the Earth at Bristol Cathedral.

7. St Michael and All Angels, East Coker
Event: Sat 24 May. Drinks from 7pm, start 8pm

Free, see p23.
18

Sculpture

JENNIFER TAYLOR

A glowing giant sphere spills out an eclectic
mass of bizarre clutter onto the floor:
low-tech shiny objects, tangled wiring,

old electronics, and discarded novelty
ephemera. This human-scale performative
object tempts the viewer inside with sound
and internal illuminations, almost as an
autonomous robotic life-form. Reminiscent
of religious regalia and ceremonial

objects, this golden orb is over-sized like

a pantomime prop, with the aesthetic of
cheap fake gold that satirises these colonial
rituals of power.

Jennifer Taylor works with live
performance, sculpture and film to explore
ancient mysticism and imagined sci-fi
futures. Jennifer is based in Cardiff and
studied at the Royal College of Art, the
Ruskin School: University of Oxford. She
completed the Creative-Wales Fellowship
at the British School at Rome and the
Freelands Artist Programme.

7. St Michael and All Angels, East Coker
Fri 23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm

Collage/Digital prints

MONICA RIVAS VELASQUEZ
La Semilla Oscura / The Dark Seed

Articulating interwoven narratives

at the intersection of climate breakdown,
ecological resilience, political and personal
histories, Rivas Velasquez's work addresses
the currents that drive resistance to
historical memory. In this new collage series
and wall drawing, developed for Od Arts
Festival, the work explores a re-composition
of the gaps, glitches and failures emerging
from those very attempts to name and
represent our encounters with nature and
the botanical world.

Ménica Rivas Velasquez is a Colombian artist
and researcher. Her practice traces ideas of
encounter and relation through expanded
notions of drawing, embodied narratives and

the coming together ofimage, text and voice.

Through a multi-modal practice, via drawing,
collage and painting, writing, performance
and sound-works, the work explores the
fragmented experience of a national identity
placed under erasure by violence and
environmental destruction.

Noticeboards across East and West Coker
Fri 23 - Sat 24 May, 10am - 5pm
Sun 25 May, 10am - 4pm

Writer in residence

JES FERNIE

Jes Fernie is an independent curator, lecturer
and writer. She works with galleries, visual
arts organisations, universities and artists to
make exhibitions, public artworks, residency
projects and public programmes across the
UK and abroad.

She writes and lectures extensively and has
worked with a broad range of organisations
including Tate, PEER, Serpentine Gallery,
Turf Projects, Manchester International
Festival, Flat Time House, MK Gallery,
Firstsite, Askeaton Contemporary Arts and
Lund Cathedral. Jesis alecturer at Central
Saint Martins in London, and visiting lecturer
at universities including the RCA, Royal
Academy Schools, the Slade and Goldsmiths
College. Sheis currently Chair of Trustees at
Matt's Gallery.

19
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Twineworks

COKER ROPE & SAlL

Dawe’s Twineworks in West Coker is the only surviving working Victorian
twineworks in England. It was built in 1899 and operated until 1968.

The local volunteers of the Coker Rope & Sail charities have restored the works
and made it into a living museum - a vivid piece of our local history.

We're delighted and proud to be a venue for the Od Arts Festival once again

Website: http://www.westcoker.net/home-page/ropewalk/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/dawestwineworks/

Thelma e
Hulbert eV
Gallery

James Ravilious:
An English Eye

10 May - 28 June 2025

Elmfield House, Dowell Street, Honiton,
Devon, EX14 1LX

01404 45006 | thelmahulbert.com
Open: Tues - Sat, 10am - 5pm
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EVOLVER
magazine

THE FREE WESSEX ARTS AND CULTURE GUIDE

EVOLVER
magazine

Pick up your copy at arts venues, galleries, museums, art shops, cafés, libraries
and tourist information centres (etc) throughout Dorset, Somerset, East Devon,
West Wiltshire, Bristol and Bath

Subscribe online at evolver.org.uk / Instagram: @evolvermagazine
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FRIDAY 23 MAY WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

The Plant and Seed Exchange

1. Dawe’s Twineworks, West Coker

10am - 5pm

Back by popular demand, the plant and seed
exchange returns for the duration of Od
Arts Festival 2025. We invite you to donate
and/or adopt plants and seeds. You get to
share your favourite plants and in return
take one home for FREE.

West Coker Strop - Workshop

Vicky Putler (Flax Project CIC)

& Rachel Dobbs

1. Dawe’s Twineworks, West Coker,
11am - 12:30 pm and 1.30pm - 3pm,
Drop-in workshop, Free

Visitors are invited to contribute to the
making of the West Coker Strop while
the artists 'spin a yarn’, bringing to life
the language and vocabulary of flax, linen
and rope-making which still informs our
everyday speech. The West Coker Strop will
be a new community folk art object made

from rope which is intertwined with people’s

wishes, hopes, magic manifestations,
and affirmations for the village and its
community. All welcome.
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Artist talk

Monica Rivas Velasquez

3. OSR Projects, West Coker, 4 - 5pm, Free
Ménica Rivas Velasquez will be sharing key
aspects of her practice and the context

and ideas that have shaped this new series
of collages and wall drawing. Ménica's talk
will be delivered as a performative reading
expanding on the experience of mediation,
remoteness and being in transit when we
encounter the botanical world, as well as the
notion of reframing attention and enlarging
reality (notions borrowed from Isabelle
Stengers’ work on magic and nature).

LIVE MUSIC
SAT 24 MAY, 8PM

tlk
7. St Michael and All Angels, East Coker
Drinks from 7pm, start 8pm

SATURDAY 24 MAY WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

The Plant and Seed Exchange

1. Dawe’s Twineworks, West Coker

10am - 5pm

Back by popular demand, the plant and seed
exchange returns for the duration of Od
Arts Festival 2025. We invite you to donate
and/or adopt plants and seeds. You get to
share your favourite plants and in return
take one home for FREE.

Printing in Circles

1. Dawe’s Twineworks, West Coker

10am - 1pm. Drop-in workshop.

No booking required, £6

Printing workshop led by Tabatha Palmer
Taking inspiration from the festival theme
you will get a chance to get your hands dirty
making intaglio styled perspex etchings,
contact and mono prints. Enjoy developing
an etching from initial sketched image idea
to final print, incorporating techniques to
achieve line and tonal etching. Prints can
then be hand coloured. This is a drop-in
workshop for all ages.

Flaxen Bodies

Groundmouth

1. Dawe’s Twineworks, West Coker

1pm - 2:30pm

Booking required, £6

Groundmouth will lead two workshops
exploring the history of the flax industry:
how hyperindustrialisation has led to a
sense of disembodiment and how the
tactility of flax can bring us back into
relationship with ourselves and the land. We
will navigate this through body meditation,
storytelling, exploring the grounds, and
making flaxen assemblages that will be
suspended above a central altar space.

Soil Séance

Michelle Atherton

3. OSR Projects

12.30pm, 1.15pm, 2pm, 2.45pm, 3.30pm,
4.15pm.

Booking required, £6

‘What would it be like to commune with
the ground?’

These individual sessions are an invitation
to turn your senses downwards and take
part in an experiment of transduction,
where one form of energy is transformed
into another by way of wires, minerals
(extracted) and vibratory matter. Using
an electrical device as a portal to the
underworld, the sessions are offered on
a one-to-one basis and may be quiet,

or loud, tuning into micro frequencies
communicating beneath our feet.

Please note it might be loud or quiet
depending on environmental conditions.

Live Music

tlk

7. St Michael and All Angels, East Coker
Drinks from 7pm, start 8pm

Free, no booking required

Join us for an evening of live music. Using
voice, electronics and field recordings, t | k
explores how incremental changes to initial
sonic material can lead to vastly different
outcomes, highlighting the sensitivity and
gravity of our microscopic actions in a chaotic
system. The piece The Butterfly Effect
encourages reflection on the impacts of
human behaviour within a paradox of chaos:
we can examine cycles of human life and
history, seemingly repeating themselves

in deterministic ways, yet an unpredictable
possibility of outcome remains.
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SUNDAY 25 MAY WORKSHOPS

The Plant and Seed Exchange

1. Dawe’s Twineworks, West Coker

10am - 4pm

Back by popular demand, the plant and seed
exchange returns for the duration of Od
Arts Festival 2025. We invite you to donate
and/or adopt plants and seeds. You get to
share your favourite plants and in return
take one home for FREE.

Printing in Circles

1. Dawe’s Twineworks, West Coker

10am - 1pm. Drop-in workshop.

No booking required, £6

Printing workshop led by Tabatha Palmer
Taking inspiration from the festival theme
you will get a chance to get your hands dirty
making intaglio styled perspex etchings,
contact and mono prints. Enjoy developing
an etching from initial sketched image idea
to final print, incorporating techniques to
achieve line and tonal etching. Prints can
then be hand coloured. This is a drop-in
workshop for all ages.

Together we walk

PaC: placing artists in common /
practicing artists commoning

Village Cafe, East Coker

1lam-12.30 pm

Free, Booking required

Together we walk, explore and create a
commons of exchange and peer support.
Throughout Od Arts Fest PaC artists
Gemma Gore, James Aldridge, Laura Eldret
and Melanie Rose will be in residence and
on Sunday you are invited to join them for
an artists-led walk through the ancient
holloways local to the Cokers.
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Soil Séance

Michelle Atherton

3. OSR Projects

12.30pm, 1.15pm, 2pm, 2.45pm, 3.30pm
Booking required, £6

‘What would it be like to commune with

the ground?’

These individual sessions are an invitation
to turn your senses downwards and take
part in an experiment of transduction,
where one form of energy is transformed
into another by way of wires, minerals
(extracted) and vibratory matter. Using
an electrical device as a portal to the
underworld, the sessions are offered on
aone-to-one basis and may be quiet,

or loud, tuning into micro frequencies
communicating beneath our feet.

Please note it might be loud or quiet
depending on environmental conditions.

Flaxen Bodies

Groundmouth

1. Dawe’s Twineworks, West Coker

1pm -2:30pm

Booking required, £6

Groundmouth will lead two workshops
exploring the history of the flax industry:
how hyperindustrialisation has led to a
sense of disembodiment and how the
tactility of flax can bring us back into
relationship with ourselves and the land. We
will navigate this through body meditation,
storytelling, exploring the grounds, and
making flaxen assemblages that will be
suspended above a central altar space.

PLANT AND
SEED EXCHANGE

1. Dawe’s Twineworks, West Coker
23- 25 May




RESTAURANT & BAR

SERVING LUNCH & DINNER
7 DAYS A WEEK
COFFEE
SUNDAY LUNCH

PRIVATE FUNCTION ROOMS
WEDDINGS

CONFERENCES & EVENTS
PRIVATE PARTIES

THE PIEZH ROCKET

Lanes

hotel = brasserie = bar

Saturday 24 May, 11am - 4pm at Dawe's Twineworks

{ INDRIVA HITCHEn

TRY Y aTar
Indian Street Food

Tel: 01935 864000 OO

The New Inn, 1, Church Street, West Coker, Yeovil, BA22 9BD
visit www.thenewinnwestcoker.com for more information

WELCOME TO THE NEW INN,
SET IN WEST COKER, SOUTH SOMERSET.

Breakfasts served daily from 9am
Lunches & Evening Meals (Including Sunday Evenings)
Cozy Accommodation | Spacious Function Room
Sunlit courtyard with seating area

FRESHLY BRRED NARN WRAPS

GURRY FIRES

Sunday 25 May,
1lam - 4pm at
Dawe's Twineworks

EAT | DRINK | SLEEP | EVENTS
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WITH THANKS

Od Arts Festival is produced by OSR Projects CIC. We are artist-run and welcome everyone.

Thank you to our host venues, and the people that run them, including: Dawe's Twineworks,
West Coker Village Hall, The Village Café, East Coker Sawmills, Coker Court, The Cemetery
Chapel and St Michael and All Angels’ Church.

Thank you to our wonderful team of volunteers for being great ambassadors for the
festival, Od Arts Festival committee: Ross, Tabatha, Candy, Seana, Jonny, Jess, Alex and
Katy. Technical support, Andy and Jon. Susie for social media over the weekend and all

d support and Cat Bagg for the evaluation.
Cash Abes. - Restawrant. - Rooms

We are grateful for the generosity and support of our funders and sponsors Arts Council
England, Heritage Lottery Fund, Coker Rope and Sail CIO, Somerset Community

0/”"*”’"”’”{"% WW Foundation, John Burton Signs, West Coker Parish Council and Creeds Design & Print.
O ensuiltybedlyooms Thank you to the organisations that helped co-select artists: Primary and Spike Island
Associates.
Bm&ﬁ’ul/bccrwdm
PI’NMLZO ) ; serving the co q 67”0”;00 A special thanks to all the artists involved in this year's festival.

01935 §62332 Unehelyarawms@ounllook com, And thank you for coming along!

Simon Lee Dicker, Chantelle Henocq, Liv Penrose Punnett and Cat Rogers

OSR Projects, Church St, West Coker, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 9BD
info@ osrprojects.co.uk

www.osrprojects.co.uk

www.odartsfestival.co.uk

P R O J ? <0, | Supported using public funding by @ ‘%
: B IF: = 1l

ARTS COUNCIL Heritage
ENGLAND Fund

By
T

ECTS oo

Dhawe's
Twineworks

ok frtonQinms.co.ule @Creeds
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VENUES / LOCATIONS / ACCESS / ARTISTS

WEST COKER

1. Dawe's Twineworks, West Coker

O®®

Emii Alrai

Vicky Putler (Flax Project CIC) &

Rachel Dobbs
Groundmouth
Geoff Diego Litherland

2. Village Hall, West Coker

O®WO®

Community Clay
BFI Film Robinson in space

3. OSR Projects, West Coker

O®E®

Michelle Atherton

Ella Yolande

Dermot Punnett
Rowan Corkill

Ménica Rivas Velasquez

EAST COKER

4. Sawmills, East Coker

Libby Bove

5. Cemetery Chapel, East Coker

@@ 1 space

Ella Yolande
Dermot Punnett
Chantal Powell

6. Coker Court, East Coker

@ @ 3 spaces

Yelena Popova
Simon Lee Dicker
Adam Chodzko

7. St Michael and All Angels’ Church,
East Coker

e @®®

tlk - Event
Jennifer Taylor

Access Key:
@ Wheelchair Access

@Toilet

® Street Parking or Car Park available

@ Hearing Loop
Assistance dogs welcome to all venues

NOTE: Venues and times may change,
please check online or at OSR the Festival
Hub for any changes.
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NIKI DE SAINT PHALLE

17 MAY 2025 -1 FEBRUARY 2026
DURSLADE FARM, BRUTON
SOMERSET BA10 ONL

& JEAN TINGUELY



